262         SIXTY YEARS IN PUBLIC AFFAIRS

The report was a unanimous report. The committee criti-
cised the practice of reading letters in the House, which
reflected upon the House, or upon the acts or speeches of any
member.

At considerable length of statement and remarks, the com-
mittee exonerated Mr. Conkling from each and every one of
the charges, and, with emphasis, the proceedings on the part
of General Fry were condemned. The mo-st important of the
resolutions reported by the committee was in these words:

Resolved, That all the statements contained in the letter
of General James B. Fry to Hon. James G. Elaine, a member
of this House, bearing date the 2/th of April, A. D. 1866, and
which was read in this House the 30th day of April, A. D. 1866,
in so far as such statements impute to the Hon. Roscoe Conk-
ling, a member of this House, any criminal, illegal, un-
patriotic, or otherwise improper conduct, or motives, either
as to the matter of his procuring himself to be employed by
the Government of the United States in the prosecution of
military offences in the State of New York, in the manage-
ment of such prosecutions, in taking compensation therefor,
or in any other charge, are wholly without foundation truth,
and for their publication there were, in the judgment of this
House, no facts connected with said prosecutions furnishing
either a palliative or an excuse.

The controversy thus opened came to an end only with
Mr. Conkling's death. It is not known to me that Mr.
Conkling and Mr, Elaine were unfriendly previous to the
encounter of April, 1866. That they could have lived on
terms of intimacy, or even of ordinary friendship, is not
probable. Yet it may not be easy to assign a reason for
such an estrangement unless it may be found in the word in-
compatibility. My relations with Mr. Elaine were friendly,